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Washington “ Today, Congressman John Olver (D- 1st District) reintroduced                the Medicaid Nursing Incentive Act of 1999 which would provide direct                Medicaid reimbursements to all nurse practitioners and clinical                nurse specialists.  Olver was joined by a bi-partisan group                of House Members who co-sponsored the legislation. A companion bill                in the Senate is expected to be introduced by Senator Tom Daschle                later this week. 
                 
               œFrom the streets of Los Angeles, California to the hill towns in                western Massachusetts, Americans are unable to find physicians who                are willing to establish practices in their communities,” Olver                said.              

œExtending Medicaid coverage to all nurse practitioners and clinical                nurse specialists, as 22 States have done, makes good common sense.                By expanding this coverage, these qualified health care professionals                will finally be able to provide the care that so many of my constituents                need,” Olver continued.              

Under current Federal law, Medicaid reimbursement policy only covers                certified family and pediatric nurse practioners and certified nurse                midwifes.              

Medicaid beneficiaries are particularly vulnerable to problems                with accessing health care, since an increasing number of health                professionals have chosen not to care for them or have been unwilling                to locate in the inner-city or rural communities in which many beneficiaries                live.              

Congress has already recognized the valuable services of nurse                practitioners and clinical nurse specialists. For example, under                the 1997 Balanced Budget Act, Congress provided direct Medicare                reimbursement for nurse practitioners and clinical nurse specialists                nation-wide. The œMedicaid Nursing Incentive Act” would establish                a Medicaid reimbursement policy similar to the one that was established                in 1997 for Medicare.             
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